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Legislative Research Committee



Legislative Research Committee
• 3 Subcommittees: Competency Restoration; Diversion; Services

• 11 Legislative Recommendations:

• Report: Services to Improve the Judicial Response to Mental Illness and 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities

• Defendant with Lack of Capacity in Justice and Municipal Courts

• Acceptance of a Plea in Justice and Municipal Courts

• Time Periods for Competency Orders

• Pilot and County Competency Programs

• Deadlines for Competency Evaluations

• Time Credit for Outpatient Competency Restoration Programs

• Stepdown Option from Court-Ordered Inpatient to Outpatient MH 
Services

• Expert qualifications in competency/insanity evaluations

• Oath and Promise to Appear for Persons with MI/IDD

• 16.22 Interview for a Defendant No Longer in Custody

• Psychiatric Stabilization at the Jail



LRC Services Subcommittee Report
Services to Improve the Judicial Response to MI and IDD

• Explains the essential need for services for a functioning judiciary and identifies 
gaps in these services

• Identified ten areas of services that would benefit the judiciary in assisting those 
with mental illness or IDD

• Texas has some form of each, however, the need for the continuation and expansion 
of these types of services and support significantly exceeds the current availability. 

1. Crisis services

2. Early identification interviews and services

3. Multisystemic therapy for youth

4. Diversion options/mental health resources for judges

5. Outpatient competent and jail-based competency restoration 
programs

6. Continuity of psychoactive medication

7. Peer support services

8. Re-entry services with life skills

9. MH services for individuals with IDD

10. Housing



Supreme Court SB 362 Task Force



Supreme Court SB 362 Task Force
• 3 Subcommittees: Legislative Recommendations; Technology Solutions 

for Emergency Detention Warrants; and Forms

• 5 Legislative Recommendations 

• Report: Exploring Technology Solutions for Emergency Detention 
Warrants

• Officer’s Duties Regarding Emergency MH Services

• Expansion of Professionals Who May Apply for 
Emergency Detention Warrant

• Seizure of Firearms Related to Persons in Emergency 
Detention

• Authorization for Blood Draws

• MH Stabilization Prior to Arrest



Task Force Subcommittee Report
Exploring Technology Solutions for Emergency Detention Warrants 

• Discusses how to improve the process of obtaining emergency detention warrants for 
individuals in hospital emergency rooms

• Issues Identified:
• No legal authority for hospital to hold/detain a voluntarily admitted patient found to be a threat to 

self/others who wants to leave AMA

• Lack of officers who timely respond to hospitals or initiate an emergency detention in these circumstances

• Needing an emergency detention warrant outside of court hours

• Solution Discussed:
• Electronic Warrant Process as model system (ex: DWI blood draw warrants)

• Concerns with Proposed Solution:
• Privacy, confidentiality, & security of transmitted information

• Who holds the records?

• Who has access to the records?



Adjourn


