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DUIs represent 27% of total fatal 
crashes

DUI fatalities represent 27% 
of total fatalities



For the first time, statistics show that drivers killed in crashes are more likely to be on drugs than drunk. 

Forty-three percent of drivers tested in fatal crashes in 2015 had used a legal or illegal drug, eclipsing the 
37 percent who tested above the legal limit for alcohol







Statistics to Ponder

The U.S. has 5% of the World’s population yet we imprison 
almost 25% of the World’s prison population at an annual cost 
of $80 BILLION.

1 in 100 U.S. citizens is now confined in jail or prison.

80% of offenders abuse drugs or alcohol.

50% of jail and prison inmates are clinically addicted.



Imprisonment has little effect on drug abuse.

After Release from prison:

– 60% to 80% of drug abusers commit a new crime (typically a drug-
driven crime).

– Approximately 95% return to drug abuse.



Providing treatment without holding offenders accountable for 
their performance in treatment is ineffective.

Unless they are regularly supervised by a judge, 60% to 80% 
drop out of treatment prematurely.



Why Specialty Courts?

The problem of drugs and crime is too broad for any single 
agency to tackle alone.

Specialty courts bring judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys, 
court personnel, probation officers, Child Protective Services, 
and treatment providers together to address the problem.



New Problems Need New Solutions



Court dockets for non-violent drug addicted 
individuals. Participants receive treatment and 
other services. They are required to stay clean 
and to lead productive lives.

Drug 
Court:

Judge, court administrator, clerk, prosecutor, 
defense attorney, treatment providers, 
probation officers and any other person the 
team deems necessary.

Team:

Must appear regularly. Participants rewarded for 
doing well and sanctioned for not living up to 
their obligations.

Court:



Types of Specialty Courts

*Adult Drug Court

*Juvenile Drug Court

*DWI Court

*Reentry Drug Court

*Family Drug Court

*Veterans Treatment Court

*Federal District Drug Court

*Tribal Drug Court

*Back on TRAC:  Treatment, Responsibility, 
Accountability on Campus



Terms of Art

Drug Courts

Specialty Courts

Problem Solving Courts

Therapeutic Courts



Texas Costs*

Probation:  $1,250 per year

Parole: $1,600 per year

Prison: $22,500 per year

Juvenile: $162,500 per year

*Legislative Budget Board: Criminal & Juvenile Justice Report 2015-2016



Do Specialty Courts Save
Tax Dollars?

In 2001, drug offenders accounted for 20.4% of all Texas 
inmates sentenced to prison.

“Crack babies” cost society $250,000 each.

A Comprehensive Drug Court system typically costs < $3,500
per offender per year.



Specialty Court Growth

The first drug court in Texas began operation in 1993.

2018:  198 specialty/problem courts in Texas.



Statewide Effort

• The 77th Legislature, Regular Session, 2001, 
passed legislation requiring counties with a 
population of over 550,000 to create such 
courts within those counties and authorizing 
them to be created in all other counties.

• The 80th Legislature, Regular Session, 2007, 
passed legislation requiring these courts be 
created in counties with a population of over 
200,000 and created a $50 court fee, payable 
by the defendant, to fund the courts. The 
81st Legislature, Regular Session, 2009, 
increased the court fee to $60.



Effectiveness of Specialty Courts

75% of Graduates remain arrest-free

45% reduction in crime compared to other sentencing options

$1.00 = $3.36 in avoided criminal justice costs alone

$1.00 = $27 when consider reduced use of healthcare services 
and victimization



Specialty Court Graduates

78% Obtained/Retained Employment

21% Obtained a High School Diploma or a GED

12% Enrolled in College

14% Enrolled in Vocational Training



ADULT DRUG COURT
BEST PRACTICE STANDARDS

VOLUME I & II

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF DRUG COURT PROFESSIONALS

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA





Behavioral Health / Criminal Justice 
Framework



Annals of Research & Knowledge (ARK)





Multidisciplinary Team

Core Members:
Judge, Coordinator, Treatment,
Prosecutor, Probation,
Defense Attorney, Law Enforcement

+ 
Anyone Else Needed

Staffing – attendance affects effectiveness
Court -- attendance affects success



Helpful Websites

www.tasctx.org
www.nadcp.org
www.ndci.org
www.justiceforevets.org
www.dwicourts.org
Standards:
– www.ndci.org/resources/publications/standards/

DC Judicial Benchbook:
– www.ndci.org/wp-content/uploads/14146_NDCI_Benchbook_v6.pdf



Websites (cont.)

Council of State Governments Justice Center:  csjusticecenter.org
Criminogenic Risk and Behavioral Health Needs Framework: 
https://csgjusticecenter.org/wp- content/uploads/2013/05/9-24-
12_Behavioral-Health- Framework-final.pdf
Collaborative Comprehensive Case Plan Web Tool: 
https://csgjusticecenter.org/nrrc/collaborative- comprehensive-
case-plans/
Developing Collaborative Comprehensive Case Plans: 
https://csgjusticecenter.org/nrrc/webinars/developing-
collaborative-comprehensive-case-plans/
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Information
Judge Ruben Reyes

72nd District Court

rreyes@co.Lubbock.tx.us

(806) 775-1041


